
A Tale of Greed, Deceit, and Female Tycoon in
the Gilded Age
The Gilded Age was a time of great economic growth and industrial
expansion in the United States. It was also a time of great social upheaval,
as the country grappled with the changing roles of women and the rise of
organized labor. One of the most fascinating figures of this era was Hetty
Green, a self-made millionaire who was known as the "Witch of Wall
Street."
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Hetty Green was born in 1834 to a wealthy Quaker family in New Bedford,
Massachusetts. Her father was a successful whaling captain, and her
mother was a devout Quaker. Hetty was raised in a strict Quaker
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household, and she was taught the importance of hard work, thrift, and self-
reliance. She was also taught that women should be subordinate to men.

When Hetty's father died in 1865, she inherited a fortune of over $2 million.
She immediately began investing her money, and she quickly became one
of the wealthiest women in the United States. She was known for her
shrewd investments and her ruthless business practices. She was also
known for her eccentricities, such as her refusal to spend money on herself
and her habit of wearing the same old clothes for years at a time.

In 1885, Hetty Green married Edward Henry Green, a wealthy
businessman from New York City. The marriage was a disaster. Edward
was a spendthrift, and he quickly squandered Hetty's fortune. Hetty
divorced Edward in 1890, and she returned to New York City, where she
continued to invest her money and increase her wealth.

Hetty Green died in 1916, leaving behind a fortune of over $100 million.
She was one of the richest women in the world, and she was the most
successful female tycoon in American history. She was also one of the
most controversial figures of her time. She was criticized for her greed, her
deceit, and her lack of compassion. However, she was also admired for her
intelligence, her hard work, and her self-reliance. Hetty Green was a
complex and fascinating figure, and her story is a reminder of the
challenges and opportunities that women faced in the Gilded Age.

Greed

Hetty Green was known for her greed. She was determined to become the
richest woman in the world, and she was willing to do whatever it took to
achieve her goal. She was ruthless in her business dealings, and she often



took advantage of others. She was also known for her frugal lifestyle. She
refused to spend money on things that she considered to be luxuries, such
as food, clothing, and medical care. She even used to wash her own
clothes by hand to save money.

Hetty's greed was often criticized by her contemporaries. They accused her
of being selfish and unfeeling. However, Hetty defended her greed, arguing
that it was necessary for her to achieve her goals. She also claimed that
she was not greedy for herself, but for her family. She wanted to leave
behind a legacy of wealth and security for her children and grandchildren.

Deceit

Hetty Green was also known for her deceit. She was often dishonest about
her wealth and her business dealings. She would lie to people about how
much money she had, and she would often make false promises to
investors. She was also known for her habit of changing her name and
appearance to avoid paying her debts.

Hetty's deceit was often criticized by her contemporaries. They accused her
of being a liar and a cheat. However, Hetty defended her deceit, arguing
that it was necessary for her to protect her wealth. She claimed that she
was being persecuted by men who wanted to take her money, and that she
had to lie and cheat to protect herself and her family.

Female Tycoon

Hetty Green was a remarkable business woman. She was one of the first
women to achieve great success in the male-dominated world of finance.
She was a shrewd investor, and she made a fortune for herself and her
family. She was also a pioneer for women's rights. She defied the



conventions of her time, and she showed that women could be just as
successful as men in business.

Hetty Green's story is a reminder of the challenges and opportunities that
women faced in the Gilded Age. She was a complex and fascinating figure,
and her story is an important one for anyone who is interested in the history
of women in business.

Hetty Green was a complex and controversial figure. She was known for
her greed, her deceit, and her success as a female tycoon. She was a
pioneer for women's rights, but she was also known for her ruthless
business practices. Hetty Green was a product of her time, and her story is
a reminder of the challenges and opportunities that women faced in the
Gilded Age.
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