
Barry Sonnenfeld's "Call Your Mother":
Exploring the Interplay of Mothers and Sons
in a Humorous and Heartwarming Film
Acclaimed director Barry Sonnenfeld ("The Addams Family", "Men in
Black") turns his lens to the intimate and often hilarious world of mother-son
relationships in his latest film, "Call Your Mother". The film, which premiered
at the 2023 Sundance Film Festival, stars Danny DeVito as Seth, a recently
widowed father struggling to adjust to life without his beloved wife, and
Rachel Dratch as his overbearing mother, Shirley. As Seth and Shirley
navigate their evolving roles and expectations, Sonnenfeld deftly weaves a
tapestry of humor and poignancy, exploring the complexities of family
dynamics and the enduring bonds that connect mothers and sons.

A Mother's Love

At the heart of "Call Your Mother" lies the unwavering love between a
mother and son. Shirley, despite her overbearing tendencies, is fiercely
devoted to Seth and determined to fill the void left by his wife. Her constant
presence in his life provides both comfort and a source of friction, as Seth
grapples with the need for both independence and maternal support.
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Sonnenfeld captures the nuances of Shirley's character with both warmth
and humor. Dratch delivers a tour-de-force performance, portraying a
mother who is both endearingly intrusive and deeply loving. Her relentless
attempts to connect with Seth, from smothering him with affection to
organizing a blind date with a local pharmacist, showcase the lengths to
which a mother will go to ensure her son's happiness.
The Journey of a Son

While Shirley embodies the epitome of maternal love, Seth represents the
challenges and triumphs of being a son. DeVito brings a nuanced portrayal
to the role, capturing Seth's grief, vulnerability, and longing for connection.
As he adjusts to life as a widower and faces the daunting task of raising his
teenage daughter alone, Seth finds himself both drawn to and repelled by
the constant presence of his mother.

Sonnenfeld's film deftly explores the emotional journey of a son as he
navigates the complex relationship with his mother. Seth's initial reluctance
to embrace Shirley's maternal instincts gradually transforms into a grudging
acceptance and ultimately, a deep appreciation for her unwavering support.

Humor and Heartbreak

"Call Your Mother" strikes a delicate balance between comedy and drama,
finding humor in the everyday absurdities of family life while never shying
away from the emotional depths of its characters. Sonnenfeld's keen eye
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for observational humor shines through in scenes such as Shirley's
attempts to master modern technology or her disastrous cooking
experiments.

However, amidst the laughter, the film also touches on poignant themes of
loss, grief, and the enduring power of human connection. The death of
Seth's wife casts a long shadow over the family, and the characters must
find ways to navigate their emotions while supporting each other.

With "Call Your Mother", Barry Sonnenfeld has crafted a film that is both
heartwarming and thought-provoking. The film celebrates the unbreakable
bond between mothers and sons while exploring the complexities of family
dynamics and the challenges of life's journey. Danny DeVito and Rachel
Dratch deliver powerhouse performances, bringing depth and humor to
their characters. Through its relatable characters, witty dialogue, and
poignant storytelling, "Call Your Mother" invites audiences to reflect on their
own relationships and appreciate the often-unspoken love that connects
generations.
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The Second Generation: Voices of the
Holocaust
The Holocaust was one of the most horrific events in human history.
Millions of people were killed, and countless others were left traumatized.
The survivors of the Holocaust...

Walking the Fields of the Newfoundland Dead
In the heart of the rolling countryside of northern France, where the
Somme River meanders through fields once scarred by war, lies a
poignant reminder of the sacrifices made...
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