
Hollywood Undercover: Costume Designer
Michael Woulfe Takes a Lighthearted Look at
the Fashion of Film
Michael Woulfe, the costume designer behind some of Hollywood's most
iconic films, takes a lighthearted look at the fashion of film in his new book,
Hollywood Undercover. The book is a collection of essays and anecdotes
about Woulfe's experiences working on films such as The Godfather,
Apocalypse Now, and The Color Purple.
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In Hollywood Undercover, Woulfe shares his insights into the creative
process of costume design, from the initial research to the final fitting. He
also discusses the challenges of working on period films and the
importance of collaboration with the director and other members of the
creative team.
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Woulfe's writing is witty and engaging, and he has a knack for bringing the
behind-the-scenes world of costume design to life. Hollywood Undercover
is a must-read for anyone interested in fashion, film, or the creative
process.

A Conversation with Michael Woulfe

I recently had the opportunity to speak with Michael Woulfe about his book
and his career in costume design. Here are some excerpts from our
conversation:

On the creative process of costume design:

"Costume design is a collaborative process. I always start by talking to the
director about their vision for the film. Once I have a good understanding of
what they're looking for, I start ng research. I look at historical photographs,
read books, and talk to people who were involved in the time period that
the film is set in. I want to get a sense of the fashion of the time, but I also
want to make sure that the costumes are appropriate for the characters and
the story.

"Once I have a good idea of what I want to do, I start sketching. I like to do
a lot of sketches, so that I can explore different ideas. Once I'm happy with
the sketches, I start creating the costumes. I work with a team of talented
artisans to bring my designs to life."

On the challenges of working on period films:

"Working on period films is always a challenge, but it's also a lot of fun. The
biggest challenge is making sure that the costumes are authentic to the



time period. I spend a lot of time ng research to make sure that the clothes
are accurate. I also work closely with the actors to make sure that they feel
comfortable in the costumes.

"Another challenge of working on period films is that the clothes can be
very restrictive. Actors often have to wear corsets, tight sleeves, and other
uncomfortable garments. I always try to make sure that the costumes are
as comfortable as possible, but sometimes it's just not possible. Actors
have to be willing to suffer for their art!"

On the importance of collaboration:

"Collaboration is essential in costume design. I work closely with the
director, the actors, and the other members of the creative team to make
sure that the costumes are appropriate for the film. I also work with a team
of talented artisans to bring my designs to life. Everyone has to be on the
same page in order to create a cohesive look for the film.

"I'm very fortunate to have worked with some of the most talented people in
the film industry. I've learned so much from them, and I'm grateful for their
collaboration."

Michael Woulfe is a master of his craft. His costumes have helped to create
some of the most iconic characters in film history. Hollywood Undercover is
a fascinating look into the creative process of costume design. It's a must-
read for anyone interested in fashion, film, or the creative process.
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