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Free Space Harmon Cooper (1902-1984) was a pioneering artist and
architect whose innovative use of space and light shaped the course of
modern art and architecture. Born in Chicago, Illinois, Cooper studied art at
the School of the Art Institute of Chicago and the Académie Julian in Paris.
He began his career as a painter, but soon turned to sculpture and
installation.

In the 1930s, Cooper began experimenting with what he called "spacers."
Spacers were three-dimensional sculptures made of wood, metal, or glass
that were designed to create a sense of space and light. Cooper believed
that space was not simply a void, but rather a positive force that could be
used to create art.
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Cooper's spacers were often used in conjunction with his paintings and
drawings. He would create a spacer that would cast a shadow or reflect
light onto a painting, creating a dynamic and immersive experience for the
viewer.

Cooper's work was exhibited in major museums and galleries around the
world. He was also a sought-after architect, and his designs for homes,
schools, and churches can be found throughout the United States.

Cooper's Influence on Modern Art

Cooper's work had a profound influence on the course of modern art. His
use of space and light was groundbreaking, and his spacers helped to
change the way that artists thought about sculpture and installation.

Cooper's work was also influential in the development of minimalism and
conceptual art. Minimalist artists sought to reduce art to its essential
elements, and conceptual artists often used everyday objects and materials
to create art. Cooper's spacers were a perfect example of both of these
trends.

Cooper's Legacy in Architecture

Cooper's work also had a significant impact on architecture. His spacers
helped to inspire a new generation of architects to think about space and
light in new ways.

Cooper's designs for homes, schools, and churches were often radical for
their time. He used large windows and open floor plans to create a sense of
space and light. His buildings were also designed to be energy-efficient and
environmentally friendly.



Cooper's legacy in architecture continues to inspire architects around the
world. His work is a reminder that space and light are powerful tools that
can be used to create beautiful and meaningful spaces.

Free Space Harmon Cooper was a visionary artist and architect whose
work changed the course of modern art and architecture. His use of space
and light was groundbreaking, and his spacers helped to inspire a new
generation of artists and architects. Cooper's legacy is a reminder that
space and light are powerful tools that can be used to create beautiful and
meaningful spaces.
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