
Starting Point: 1979-1996 - A Detailed Analysis
of Hayao Miyazaki's Early Career
Hayao Miyazaki is one of the most celebrated and influential animators of
all time. His films have captured the hearts and minds of audiences around
the world, and his work has left an indelible mark on the world of cinema.
But how did Miyazaki become the master filmmaker we know today? What
were the formative experiences that shaped his unique artistic vision?

This article will explore the early career of Hayao Miyazaki, focusing on the
period from 1979 to 1996. We will examine the evolution of his filmmaking
style, the development of his signature themes, and the cultural and
historical context surrounding his work.
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The Early Years

Miyazaki was born in Tokyo, Japan, in 1941. His father was a director for
the Hayao Aviation Company, and his mother was a homemaker. Miyazaki
grew up in a small, traditional Japanese house, surrounded by nature. He
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developed a love for drawing at an early age, and he would often spend
hours sketching animals and airplanes.

In 1958, Miyazaki enrolled in the prestigious Toho Animation School. There,
he studied under master animator Yasuo Otsuka. Otsuka was a major
influence on Miyazaki's early work, and he taught him the fundamentals of
animation.

In 1963, Miyazaki joined Toei Animation, one of the leading animation
studios in Japan. He worked on a number of films at Toei, including
"Gulliver's Travels" and "Puss in Boots." In 1979, Miyazaki left Toei to co-
found Studio Ghibli with his longtime collaborator, Isao Takahata.

The Studio Ghibli Years

Studio Ghibli was founded on the principle of creating high-quality, hand-
drawn animation. Miyazaki and Takahata believed that animation could be
used to tell stories about important issues, such as the environment and
the human condition. Studio Ghibli has produced some of the most beloved
and critically acclaimed animated films of all time, including "My Neighbor
Totoro," "Spirited Away," and "Princess Mononoke."

Miyazaki's early films at Studio Ghibli were characterized by their vibrant
colors, lush backgrounds, and complex characters. He often explored
themes of environmentalism and pacifism in his work. His films were also
notable for their strong female characters, who were often resourceful and
independent.

In 1984, Miyazaki released "Nausicaä of the Valley of the Wind," which was
a critical and commercial success. The film was based on Miyazaki's own



manga series, and it told the story of a young princess who must save her
kingdom from a toxic jungle. "Nausicaä" was a groundbreaking film that
helped to establish Miyazaki as one of the leading animators in the world.

In 1988, Miyazaki released "My Neighbor Totoro," which became one of the
most beloved animated films of all time. The film tells the story of two
young sisters who move to the countryside with their father. There, they
meet a giant, furry creature named Totoro, who becomes their friend and
protector. "My Neighbor Totoro" is a magical and heartwarming film that has
captured the hearts of children and adults alike.

In 1992, Miyazaki released "Porco Rosso," which was a more mature and
complex film than his previous work. The film tells the story of a former
World War I fighter pilot who has been transformed into a pig. "Porco
Rosso" is a beautiful and haunting film that explores themes of love, loss,
and redemption.

In 1997, Miyazaki released "Princess Mononoke," which was his most
ambitious film to date. The film tells the story of a young prince who must
travel to the forest to find a cure for a deadly curse. "Princess Mononoke" is
a visually stunning and epic film that tackles complex themes such as
environmentalism, war, and the human condition.

Legacy

Hayao Miyazaki is one of the most acclaimed and influential animators of
all time. His films have touched the lives of millions of people around the
world, and his work has left an indelible mark on the world of cinema. His
films are known for their stunning visuals, memorable characters, and



timeless themes. They are also known for their unique blend of fantasy and
reality, which has made them beloved by audiences of all ages.

Miyazaki's early career was a formative period for the artist. During this
time, he developed his unique filmmaking style and began to explore the
themes that would come to define his work. The films that he made during
this period are essential viewing for anyone who wants to understand the
work of one of the most important animators in history.

Hayao Miyazaki's early career was a time of great creativity and innovation.
He developed his unique filmmaking style during this period, and he began
to explore the themes that would come to define his work. The films that he
made during this period are essential viewing for anyone who wants to
understand the work of one of the most important animators in history.
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