
The King's Choice: A Tale of Loyalty, Betrayal,
and Redemption
The King's Choice is a 2016 Norwegian historical drama film directed by
Erik Poppes. The film depicts the events surrounding the German invasion
of Norway in 1940 and the subsequent decision by King Haakon VII
(Jesper Christensen) to reject the Nazis' demands for surrender.

The film begins with the German invasion of Norway on April 9, 1940. The
Norwegian government and royal family are forced to flee Oslo and take
refuge in a remote mountain cabin. The Nazis demand that King Haakon
surrender and collaborate with them, but he refuses. This decision puts the
king and his family in grave danger, but it also inspires the Norwegian
people to resist the Nazi occupation.
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The King's Choice is a powerful and moving film that tells a story of
courage, loyalty, and betrayal. The film's cast is excellent, with Jesper
Christensen giving a particularly memorable performance as King Haakon.
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The film's cinematography and direction are also top-notch, and the film's
score is both beautiful and haunting.

The Historical Context

The King's Choice is set during the German occupation of Norway during
World War II. The occupation began on April 9, 1940, when the German
army invaded Norway. The Norwegian government and royal family were
forced to flee Oslo and take refuge in a remote mountain cabin. The Nazis
demanded that King Haakon surrender and collaborate with them, but he
refused. This decision put the king and his family in grave danger, but it
also inspired the Norwegian people to resist the Nazi occupation.

The Norwegian resistance movement was active throughout the
occupation. The resistance fighters carried out acts of sabotage, collected
intelligence, and helped to evacuate refugees to neutral countries. The
resistance movement played a vital role in the liberation of Norway in 1945.

The Film's Characters

The King's Choice features a cast of well-developed and memorable
characters. The film's central character is King Haakon VII, played by
Jesper Christensen. Christensen gives a powerful and moving performance
as the king, who is faced with the difficult decision of whether to surrender
to the Nazis or to lead his country into resistance.

Other notable characters in the film include Crown Prince Olav (Anders
Baasmo Christiansen),Prime Minister Johan Nygaardsvold (Karl
Markovics),and Foreign Minister Halvdan Koht (Tuva Novotny). These
characters all play important roles in the film's story, and they each have
their own unique motivations and beliefs.



The Film's Themes

The King's Choice explores a number of important themes, including
loyalty, betrayal, and redemption. The film's central theme is the importance
of standing up for what you believe in, even when it is difficult or
dangerous.

The film also explores the theme of betrayal. The Nazis offer King Haakon
a chance to surrender and collaborate with them, and some of his advisors
urge him to take this offer. However, Haakon refuses, even though it means
putting his own life and the lives of his family in danger.

The film's final theme is redemption. After the war, King Haakon is forgiven
for his decision to reject the Nazis' demands for surrender. He is seen as a
symbol of Norwegian resistance and courage, and he is remembered as
one of the most important figures in Norwegian history.

The Film's Impact

The King's Choice was a critical and commercial success in Norway. The
film was praised for its powerful performances, its beautiful
cinematography, and its moving story. The film was also nominated for an
Academy Award for Best Foreign Language Film.

The King's Choice has had a significant impact on Norwegian society. The
film has helped to raise awareness of the Norwegian resistance movement
and the importance of standing up for what you believe in. The film has
also inspired a new generation of Norwegians to take an active role in
politics and society.



The King's Choice is a powerful and moving film that tells a story of
courage, loyalty, and betrayal. The film's cast is excellent, the
cinematography and direction are top-notch, and the film's score is both
beautiful and haunting. The King's Choice is a must-see for anyone
interested in history, politics, or human drama.
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