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Chaco Canyon: A Ceremonial and Astronomical Center

Nestled in the rugged desert of northwest New Mexico, Chaco Canyon is
an enigmatic and awe-inspiring complex of ancient ruins. This UNESCO
World Heritage site was once a major ceremonial and astronomical center
for the Anasazi people. The largest structure in Chaco Canyon, Pueblo
Bonito, is a massive multi-storied building with over 600 rooms. It is
believed to have been used for ritual ceremonies and communal
gatherings.
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Pueblo Bonito, the largest structure in Chaco Canyon

Mesa Verde: Cliff Dwellings of the Ancestral Puebloans

In southwestern Colorado, Mesa Verde National Park shelters a
remarkable array of cliff dwellings built by the Ancestral Puebloans between
600 and 1300 AD. These dwellings, constructed in natural alcoves in
sandstone cliffs, provided protection from the elements and potential
enemies. The most famous cliff dwelling in Mesa Verde is Cliff Palace, a
magnificent structure with over 150 rooms and 23 kivas, or underground
ceremonial chambers.
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Beyond the Southwest: Ancient Ruins of Mesoamerica

The ancient civilizations of Mesoamerica, including the Maya, the Aztecs,
and the Olmecs, also left behind a legacy of impressive ruins. These
structures showcase their advanced knowledge of architecture,
engineering, and astronomy.

The Mayan Pyramids: Architectural Marvels

The Maya civilization flourished in the tropical lowlands of Central America
from about 2000 BC to 900 AD. They constructed magnificent pyramids,
temples, and palaces. The iconic Maya pyramids, such as Chichen ltza and
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Tikal, are architectural marvels that demonstrate the Maya's advanced
understanding of mathematics and astronomy.

Maya pyramids in Chichen Itza and Tikal

The Aztec Empire: Tenochtitlan and Teotihuacan

The Aztecs established a vast empire in central Mexico from the 14th to the
16th century AD. Their capital city, Tenochtitlan, was built on an island in
Lake Texcoco and was one of the largest cities in the world at the time. The
Aztecs also built the monumental pyramids of Teotihuacan, which predate
the Aztec civilization. These pyramids are among the largest and most
impressive structures in the Americas.
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Myths, Legends, and Spiritual Significance

The ancient ruins of the Southwest and Mesoamerica are not merely
remnants of the past but also repositories of myths, legends, and spiritual
beliefs. These structures were often built in accordance with sacred
principles and were believed to possess supernatural power.

Petroglyphs and Pictographs: Windows into the Past

Petroglyphs (carvings on rock) and pictographs (paintings on rock) are
abundant in the Southwest. These images provide glimpses into the
beliefs, customs, and daily lives of the ancient peoples who created them.
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Many petroglyphs and pictographs depict religious symbols, hunting
scenes, and stories that have been passed down through generations.

Petroglyphs in the Southwest

Sun Daggers and Solstice Alignments

In many ancient ruins, there is evidence of astronomical alignments. Sun
daggers, for example, are carved markings that cast a beam of sunlight into
a specific chamber or alcove during the solstices or equinoxes. These
alignments suggest that the ancient peoples had a sophisticated
understanding of the sun's movements and used their structures to mark
important astronomical events.
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Preserving and Protecting Ancient Ruins

The ancient ruins of the Southwest and Mesoamerica are irreplaceable
treasures that connect us to our past and provide insights into the human
experience. It is essential to preserve and protect these sites for future
generations. Archaeological research, responsible tourism, and educational
programs all play a vital role in ensuring the longevity of these ancient
wonders.

The ancient ruins scattered across the Southwest and beyond are
enigmatic reminders of the ingenuity and spirituality of the civilizations that
built them. From the cliff dwellings of Mesa Verde to the monumental
pyramids of the Maya, these structures invite us to delve into the mysteries
of the past and to appreciate the rich cultural heritage of our ancestors. As
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we continue to explore and unravel the secrets of these ancient ruins, we
gain a deeper understanding of our own human journey and the timeless
connections that bind us to the past.

Rock Art: The Meanings and Myths Behind Ancient
Ruins in the Southwest and Beyond by Stewart M. Green
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The The Second Generation: Voices of the

Ones Who Holocaust
Remember
@m\&w The Holocaust was one of the most horrific events in human history.

' Millions of people were killed, and countless others were left traumatized.

The survivors of the Holocaust...
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Walking the Fields of the Newfoundland Dead

In the heart of the rolling countryside of northern France, where the
Somme River meanders through fields once scarred by war, lies a
poignant reminder of the sacrifices made...
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